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The July 2021 issue of ICIAM Dianoia contains important news about the ICIAM Board meeting at the end of
October, and calls for nominations for the ICIAM prizes (deadline September 1), the Olga Taussky-Todd lecture
award (deadline December 30), and for ICIAM President-elect (deadline August 15). Other articles include
reports on activities of some member societies, activities of the International Science Council, and other items of
interest.
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Letter from the ICIAM President Ya-xiang Yuan
Dear All 
 
    New variants of the COVID-19 virus pose a threat to our return to normal life. Some of ICIAM's activities are affected. ICIAM's
Summer Officers' meeting was held online on June 1st, 2021. It was decided that the 2021 ICIAM Board meeting (which was
originally scheduled to be held in Tokyo) will be held online on October 30, 2021. 

    The call for nominations for the Olga Taussky-Todd Lecture has been announced, and the deadline for nominations of the OTT
Lecturer is December 30th, 2021. See the announcement elsewhere in this issue of ICIAM Dianoia.

    I would like to remind all of you that the deadline for nominations of ICIAM 2023 prizes is September 1st, 2021, and the deadline
for nominations of ICIAM's next president is August 15th, 2021. These calls for nominations are also announced in this issue.

    Finally, together with several other international scientific unions, ICIAM (as one of the Founding Unions) joined the iniative to
organize an International Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development (IYBSSD) in 2022 under the aegis of UNESCO and
with the collaboration of UNESCO International Basic Sciences Programme (IBSP).

Ya-xiang Yuan
Ya-xiang Yuan is the current President of ICIAM (2019-2023). He is a professor at Academy of Mathematics and
Systems Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences. His research focuses on optimization.



 

The 2021 ICIAM Board Meeting Will Be Virtual on SATURDAY, OCTOBER
30, 2021: Correction to Date
The ICIAM Officers, in consultation with JSIAM, have decided to move the 2021 Board meeting to a virtual format, because of the
still uncertain state of COVID-19 travel restrictions between many member countries. We hope that you will understand this difficult
decision, and we hope to welcome you in Tokyo for ICIAM 2023, and the 2023 Board meeting.

The date of the meeting is Saturday, October 30, 2021. The time is to be determined. Particular business for this meeting includes
selecting the site of of 2027 ICIAM Congress, and the election of the next ICIAM President-Elect. A call for nominations appears in
this issue of  ICIAM Dianoia.

The 2020 ICIAM Officers

 

Updating Your Society's Membership Information
Update Your Membership Information on iciam.org (http://iciam.org)

ICIAM maintains a self-service membership directory at http://www.iciam.org/members (http://www.iciam.org/members). Please
take this opportunity to check your membership information, and update it if appropriate. Instructions on how to update your entry
or to add new information can be found in our membership FAQ, http://www.iciam.org/faq-members (http://www.iciam.org/faq-
members)

 

The 2020 ICIAM Officers
Ya-xiang Yuan, Maria J. Esteban, Heike Fassbender, Sven Leyffer, Wil Schilders, Luis Vega

 

http://iciam.org/
http://www.iciam.org/members
http://www.iciam.org/faq-members


Conference Support from ICIAM for Applied and Industrial Mathematics
in Developing Countries
ICIAM Conference Support for Applied and Industrial Mathematics in 
Developing Countries

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, ICIAM has expanded its conference support to include virtual meetings. In addition to in-
person meetings, ICIAM offers support for virtual meetings, for example by sponsoring waivers of registrations fees for participants
from developing countries, or by supporting streaming or recording services. ICIAM encourages conference organizers to apply for
support for virtual meetings using the general principles outlined in the announcement. See 
https://iciam.org/iciam-conference-support-applied-and-industrial-mathematics-developing-countries (https://iciam.org/iciam-
conference-support-applied-and-industrial-mathematics-developing-countries) for more details.

 

Call for Nominations: President-Elect of ICIAM
A new President-Elect of ICIAM will be elected this year, and we invite member societies to nominate candidates for President.
Nominations should be sent to the ICIAM President (president@iciam.org (mailto:president@iciam.org)) or
Secretary (secretary@iciam.org (mailto:secretary@iciam.org)) before August 15th, 2021. Please provide the full name, affiliation,
and email address of the nominee with the nomination.

To facilitate the online election, we will ask each nominee (nominated by a member society) to submit a CV (at most four pages)
 and a written statement on his/her aspirations and visions for ICIAM to the Secretary by August 31, 2021. We also encourage
each nominee to record a short (less than five-minute) statement that can be distributed to the member societies by August 31st.

Sven Leyffer
Sven Leyffer is a senior fellow of the University of Chicago/Argonne Computation Institute. He is the current
ICIAM Secretary.

 

FINAL CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: THE 2023 ICIAM PRIZES
The ICIAM Prize Committee for 2023 calls for nominations for the six ICIAM Prizes to be awarded in 2023 (the Collatz Prize, the
Lagrange Prize, the Maxwell Prize, the Pioneer Prize, the Su Buchin Prize, and the Industry Prize). Each ICIAM Prize has its own
special character, but each one is truly international in character.  

Nominations are therefore welcomed from every part of the world. A nomination should take into account the specifications for a
particular prize (see  (http:// http://www.iciam.org/iciam-prizes)http://www.iciam.org/iciam-prizes (http://www.iciam.org/iciam-
prizes) and see also below), and should contain the following information:

https://iciam.org/iciam-conference-support-applied-and-industrial-mathematics-developing-countries
mailto:president@iciam.org
mailto:secretary@iciam.org
http://%20http//www.iciam.org/iciam-prizes
http://www.iciam.org/iciam-prizes


Full name and address of person nominated
Web home page if any.
Name of particular ICIAM Prize.
Justification for nomination (cite nominator's reason for considering candidate to be deserving, including explanations of the
scientific and practical influence of the candidate's work and publications).
Proposed citation (concise statement about the outstanding contribution in fewer than 250 words).
CV of the nominee.
2-3 letters of support from experts in the field and/or 2-3 names of experts to be consulted by the Prize Committee.
Name and contact details of the proposer.

Nominations should be made electronically through the website  (http:// https://iciamprizes.org/)https://iciamprizes.org/
(https://iciamprizes.org/). The deadline for nominations is September 1st, 2021.

Please contact  (mailto: president@iciam.org)president@iciam.org (mailto:president@iciam.org) if you have any question
regarding the nomination procedure.

 

       ICIAM Prize committee for 2023:

Committee Chair:   Ya-xiang Yuan
Barbara Wohlmuth (Chair of Collatz Prize Subcommittee)
Leah Edelstein-Keshet (Chair of Lagrange Prize Subcommittee)
Gang Bao (Chair of Maxwell Prize Subcommittee)
Alfredo Bermudez (Chair of Pioneer Prize Subcommittee)
Lois Curfman McInnes (Chair of Su Buchin Prize Subcommittee)
Nira Chamberlain (Chair of Industry Prize Subcommittee)

 

ICIAM, the International Council for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, is the world organization for applied and industrial
mathematics. Its members are mathematical societies based in more than 30 countries. For more information, see the Council's
web page at http://www.iciam.org/. (http://www.iciam.org/)

 

Ya-xiang Yuan

ICIAM President

       

Ya-xiang Yuan
Ya-xiang Yuan is the current President of ICIAM (2019-2023). He is a professor at Academy of Mathematics and
Systems Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences. His research focuses on optimization.

 

Call for Nominations for Olga Taussky-Todd Lecture at ICIAM 2023
The Olga Taussky-Todd Lecture is held every four years at the International Congress on Industrial and Applied Mathematics
(ICIAM). This honor is conferred on a woman who has made 'outstanding contributions in applied mathematics and/or scientific
computation'. 

The lecture is named in tribute to the memory of Olga Taussky-Todd, whose scientific legacy is in both theoretical and applied
mathematics, and whose work exemplifies the qualities to be recognized.

http://%20https//iciamprizes.org/
https://iciamprizes.org/
mailto:%C2%A0president@iciam.org
mailto:president@iciam.org
http://www.iciam.org/


The Officers and Board of ICIAM now call for nominations for the Olga Taussky-Todd Lecture, to be given at the ICIAM 2023
congress, to take place in Tokyo (Japan) from August 20 to August 25, 2023.

A nomination will consist of:

•       Full name and address of person nominated.

•       Web home page if any.

•       Justification for nomination (in at most two pages, cite nominator's reason for considering candidate to be deserving, including
explanations of the scientific and practical influence of the candidate's work and publications).

•      2-3 letters of support from experts in the field (not mandatory). Each of them should have a maximum length of two pages.

•       CV of the nominee.

•       Name and contact details of the proposer.

Nominations should be made electronically through the website https://iciamprizes.org (https://iciamprizes.org/)/. The deadline for
nominations is December 30th, 2021.

Please contact president@iciam.org (mailto:president@iciam.org) if you have any question regarding the nomination procedure.

Olga Taussky-Todd Committee for 2023:

Lisa Fauci, Chair (Tulane University)

Mirjam  Dür (University of Augsburg)

Isabelle Gallagher (Ecole Normale Supérieure)

Suzanne Weekes (Worcester Polytechnic Institute and SIAM)

Mary Wheeler (University of Texas at Austin)

Guiying Yan (Chinese Academy of Sciences)

 

ICIAM, the International Council for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, is the world organization for applied and industrial
mathematics. Its members are mathematical societies based in more than 30 countries.

For more information, see the Council's web page at http://www.iciam.org/ (http://www.iciam.org/)

Ya-xiang Yuan
Ya-xiang Yuan is the current President of ICIAM (2019-2023). He is a professor at Academy of Mathematics and
Systems Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences. His research focuses on optimization.

 

MathTech workshop in Poland
On December 4, 2020, the first MathTech Workshop on Mathematical Technologies for Industry was held in Poland. It was
organized by the PL-MATH-IN network as a satellite event of the annual EU-MATH-IN Council Meeting. Originally, the workshop
was planned to be held at the Institute of Mathematics of the Polish Academy of Sciences (IMPAN) in Warsaw. However, due to the
severe epidemic situation in Poland, it took place online.

The goal of the workshop was to report on recent interesting applied maths projects carried out in Poland. The first edition had five
speakers. The first speaker was Agnieszka Wyłomańska from Wrocław University of Science and Technology (WUST). She
presented new mathematical methods for damage detection in mining machines. 

https://iciamprizes.org/
mailto:president@iciam.org
http://www.iciam.org/


Professor Wyłomańska has a long experience in cooperating with the KGHM mining company in the area of local damage
detection of mining machines. Both the Faculty of Pure and Applied Mathematics and Faculty of Geoengineering, Mining, and
Geology (WUST) are involved in the EiT Raw Material Project OPMO “Operational Monitoring of Mineral Crushing Machinery”,
where new advanced mathematical techniques are designed for monitoring systems of mining machines. Those methods are
based on the vibration signal analysis where additional disturbances (not related to damage) may occur. The perfect example is a
crushing machine that produces disturbances of large amplitudes much higher than the background noise. In such a case the local
damage identification (that is manifested by cyclic impulses hidden in the noise) is a very difficult task. The classical methods
based on the measures of impulsiveness fail in this case. Recently, a new approach proposed by the research group from WUST
has been applied. The new methodology assumes that the vibration signal is described by a heavy-tailed class of distributions.
This approach seems to be promising in the considered problem and gives much better results than the classical tools used in the
literature. The presented results have been already published in high-impact journals devoted to signal processing methods used
in mechanical systems.

The next speaker was Witold Pawlus from Nokia AI Lab who introduced a new forecasting method of raw materials deliveries in
supply chain management. Paweł Dłotko from IMPAN gave an overview of problems in applied science that can be solved using
methods from computational topology and, in general, computational mathematics. Piotr Miłoś from IMPAN reported on recent
advances in reinforcement learning methods for autonomous driving systems. Last but not least, Marek Niezgódka from Cardinal
Wyszyński University in Warsaw presented a summary of his maths-driven industrial projects. All talks were accompanied by
follow-up questions and discussion to retain some characteristics of a traditional workshop.

The workshop was openly accessible to the public. Although the online-only form of such a meeting may be still perceived as a
little bit unusual, it was a success, attracting many researchers, engineers, and entrepreneurs from across Europe. Since all
attendees avoided air travel and cost, CO2 emissions and also reduced the impact on families, such a form may turn out to be
particularly beneficial in the future, not only in the phases of public health emergencies. 

 

Krzysztof Burnecki

Polish Mathematical Society

 

Janusz Szwabiński

Chair of PL-MATH-IN

Krzysztof Burnecki and Janusz Szwabiński

 

Second CSIAM Forum Promoting Mathematics in Enterprise Innovation
and Development 
Mathematicians, companies and the government should work together and effectively utilize mathematics as a tool to help solve
practical issues in fields ranging from business operations to supporting the nation’s socioeconomic development. 

On June 12, the China Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (CSIAM) kicked off a two-day forum in Chongqing to discuss
how mathematics can promote innovation and development for companies. 

The forum, which is the second of its kind, also highlighted the critical role mathematics plays in economics and finance,
information technology, national defense, smart manufacturing and social development. Over 300 experts from universities and
Scientific Research Institutes, entrepreneurs from Huawei，Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China, JD.com, Changan
Automobile and other companies, and government officials participated in the two-day forum, which featured invited reports,



panels, discussions and special sessions for companies. The forum also published CSIAM’s first list of ten mathematical problems
crucial for the development of smart manufacturing, along with CSIAM's list of four scientific achievements in applied mathematics
that have been adopted by industries.

Zhang Pingwen, president of CSIAM, said in the opening ceremony that it is a general trend to
use applied mathematics to support company innovations. As a result, it has been the society’s
mission to promote collaboration for mathematicians and entrepreneurs.

Companies should proactively incorporate more mathematical talent and convert their demands
into mathematical problems, he said. Meanwhile, mathematicians should learn about the needs
of companies, and work together to find mathematical solutions to these issues. 

In this collaboration, the government can provide guidance and support, allowing more mathematicians and entrepreneurs to jointly
support our nation’s science and technology development, Zhang said.

Yuan Yaxiang, a CAS academician and president of ICIAM, said he expects the forum to be
more internationalized and influential in the future. He also hopes more mathematicians can be
willing to work with entrepreneurs and help solve their practical issues. Meanwhile, he called for
more companies to recognize the significance of mathematics in a company’s innovation
development, as well as asking for more resources from local government to support this
collaborative endeavor.

 

Last August, CSIAM held the first Forum Promoting Mathematics for Innovation and Development in Enterprise in Changsha;
Huawei has published its list of the top ten mathematical problems in the field of information and communication technology,
and has received increasing attention.

For people interested in more information about Huawei's "top ten" problems, they appear online in a paper titled "Ten key ICT
challenges in the post-Shannon era" in SCIENTIA SINICA Mathematica. The paper is in Chinese but with an English abstract. It is
available at https://www.sciengine.com/publisher/scp/journal/SSM/doi/10.1360/SSM-2021-0013?slug=fulltext
(https://www.sciengine.com/publisher/scp/journal/SSM/doi/10.1360/SSM-2021-0013?slug=fulltext)

Conference Attendees at the Forum

 

 

Yan Guiying
Guiying YAN is a professor at the Academy of Mathematics and Systems Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS). She received her PhD from Shandong University. She is a Vice-President of National Center for Mathematics
and Interdisciplinary Sciences.

 

https://www.sciengine.com/publisher/scp/journal/SSM/doi/10.1360/SSM-2021-0013?slug=fulltext


International Science Council Statement on concerns for scientific
freedom around the world
The mission of the International Science Council (ISC) is to act as the global voice for science. As part of that mission, the ISC
defends the free and responsible practice of science, in accordance with the Council’s Principle of Freedom and Responsibility in
Science, UNESCO recommendations, and international human rights instruments.

 

At a time when scientific research is of paramount importance to human and environmental well-being, the ISC is gravely
concerned by reports of threats to scientific freedom from around the world. Scientists have a key role (https://council.science/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/CFRS-Statement-Ethical-responsibilities-of-scientists-15-June-2020.pdf) to play in overcoming the
COVID-19 pandemic, and in addressing the range of major social and environmental challenges such as those set out in the
Sustainable Development Goals. Progress in these and other areas depends on free and responsible scientific collaboration and
research.

 

The right to share in and to benefit from advances in science and technology is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, as is the right to engage in scientific enquiry, pursue and communicate knowledge, and to associate freely in such activities.
The ISC seeks to uphold four fundamental scientific freedoms:

Freedom of movement
Freedom of association
Freedom of expression and communication
Freedom of access to data and information

These rights go hand in hand with responsibilities: in the responsible practice of science and the responsibility of scientists to
contribute their knowledge in the public space. Both are essential to the ISC’s vision of science as a global public good.

Scientific freedoms are threatened by attacks on the values of science, and through individual cases of discrimination, harassment
or restriction of movement of scientists. Reports from various countries (https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?
story=20210326124931418) suggest that threats to scientific freedom are on the increase, with serious implications for the global
scientific community, as well as individual scientists and their families.

Scientific freedom is inextricably linked to core values of higher education and scholarship (https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/SAR_PHV_DiscussionGuide_v20_ONLINE.pdf), including institutional autonomy. Accordingly, the ISC is
concerned by a number of cases of political interference with academic leadership. These include recent events at Boğaziçi
University in Turkey (https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/report/2021-01-04-bogazici-university/), at the University of the South Pacific,
(https://www.isanet.org/News/ID/6134/ISA-Statement-Regarding-the-Summary-Deportation-of-Professor-Pal-Ahluwalia-by-Fiji-
Authorities) in Hungary (https://insighthungary.444.hu/2020/10/01/military-colonel-appointed-chancellor-of-budapests-university-of-
theatre-and-film-arts), and in Belarus (https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/2020/11/call-to-action-in-support-of-scholars-and-students-in-
belarus/). These actions suggest a disregard for the responsibility of states and governments to protect academic freedom
as advocated (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/AcademicFreedom.aspx) by the UN’s Special Rapporteur
on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, as well as by regional initiatives such as
the Bologna Process (https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/higher-education/bologna-process-and-european-higher-education-
area_en) and the Bonn De (https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20201023155951914)c
(https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20201023155951914)laration on Freedom of Scientific Research
(https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20201023155951914).

Beyond these threats to individual higher education institutions, political interference with national scientific governance also poses
a serious challenge to efforts to protect scientific freedom. In 2020, the ISC lent strong support
(https://council.science/current/news/statement-on-scientific-freedom-in-japan/) to its member the Science Council of Japan in
efforts to maintain scientific freedom of choice in selecting which scholars to appoint to its General Assembly. Similarly, in Hungary,
the decision to transfer control (https://council.science/current/news/isc-president-issues-statement-on-academic-freedom-in-
hungary/) of research institutes from the Hungarian Academy of Sciences to the Hungarian government exacerbated growing risks
to scientific progress and innovation. Such decisions undermine the autonomy of scientific organizations to establish independent
leadership, and curtail significantly the freedom of scientists to determine rigorous research agendas.

Further to these issues, we are concerned by reports that scientific enquiry and teaching are under increasing pressure to align
with political agendas. Draft legislation in Morocco (https://www.al-fanarmedia.org/2021/04/moroccan-academics-protest-plan-to-
give-ministry-more-control/) may grant the government powers to amend academic curricula and intervene in research. In France,
social scientists are facing undue scrutiny (https://igu-online.org/igu-statement-in-support-of-the-community-of-geographers-in-
france/) for their work on colonialism and race, while in Hong Kong, universities have been directed to alter their curricula
(https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210324074153521) in line with the recently introduced National Security
Law.

https://council.science/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CFRS-Statement-Ethical-responsibilities-of-scientists-15-June-2020.pdf
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210326124931418
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SAR_PHV_DiscussionGuide_v20_ONLINE.pdf
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/report/2021-01-04-bogazici-university/
https://www.isanet.org/News/ID/6134/ISA-Statement-Regarding-the-Summary-Deportation-of-Professor-Pal-Ahluwalia-by-Fiji-Authorities
https://insighthungary.444.hu/2020/10/01/military-colonel-appointed-chancellor-of-budapests-university-of-theatre-and-film-arts
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/2020/11/call-to-action-in-support-of-scholars-and-students-in-belarus/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/AcademicFreedom.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/higher-education/bologna-process-and-european-higher-education-area_en
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20201023155951914
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20201023155951914
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20201023155951914
https://council.science/current/news/statement-on-scientific-freedom-in-japan/
https://council.science/current/news/isc-president-issues-statement-on-academic-freedom-in-hungary/
https://www.al-fanarmedia.org/2021/04/moroccan-academics-protest-plan-to-give-ministry-more-control/
https://igu-online.org/igu-statement-in-support-of-the-community-of-geographers-in-france/
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210324074153521


For science to progress efficiently and for its benefits to be shared equitably, scientists must have intellectual freedom. This
includes individual freedom of enquiry and exchange of ideas, freedom to reach scientifically defensible conclusions, and
institutional freedom to apply collectively scientific standards of validity, replicability and accuracy. Efforts to restrict or discourage
certain areas of research and teaching represent a serious infringement of scientific freedom.

The rigorous practice of science is essential to addressing the global challenges currently facing society. For progress to be
equitable and effective, scientists must have the right to scientific freedom, with due respect and protection from all states and
governments around the world.

The members of the Committee for Freedom and Responsibility in Science: are Daya Reddy (https://council.science/profile/daya-
reddy/)(Chair), Saths Cooper (https://council.science/profile/saths-cooper/) (Vice Chair), Richard Bedford
(https://council.science/profile/richard-bedford/), Craig Callender (https://council.science/profile/craig-callender/), Enrique Forero
(https://council.science/profile/enrique-forero/), Robin Grimes (https://council.science/profile/robin-grimes/), Cheryl Praeger
(https://council.science/profile/cheryl-praeger/), Sawako Shirahase (https://council.science/profile/sawako-shirahase/), Peter
Strohschneider (https://council.science/profile/peter-strohschneider/), Hans Thybo (https://council.science/profile/hans-
thybo/) and Nadia Zakhary (https://council.science/profile/nadia-zakhary/).

Read more (https://council.science/what-we-do/freedoms-and-responsibilities-of-scientists/) on the ISC’s commitment to protect
scientific freedoms enshrined in the Declaration of Human Rights and our work in advocate for these responsibilities. The Principle
of Freedom and Responsibility in Science is enshrined in ISC Statute 7 (https://council.science/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ISC-
Statutes-and-Rules-of-Procedure_02.2021.pdf).

 

ISC News: Towards a sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic
When the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) kicks off its 2021 meeting on Tuesday 6 July, one
question will dominate: how to promote the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development in line with
the goals of the 2030 Agenda at the same time as building a resilient plan for recovery from the pandemic.  

Returning to the pre-pandemic 'normal' is not an option, and this is a unique opportunity for game-changing action informed by
scientific evidence, according to a position paper produced by the Scientific and Technological Community Major Group, of which
the ISC is a co-organizing partner.  

The ISC will be making the case for science for global transformation throughout the summit, including through two virtual events:
on delivering missions for sustainability and on lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic to enhance policy-making in times of
emergency.

Find out more and join the ISC at HLPF (https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https*3A*2F*2Fscience.us5.list-
manage.com*2Ftrack*2Fclick*3Fu*3D2e9b648776114e2888e7ea8c5*26id*3D2b2367cf14*26e*3D9194c71a6e&data=04*7C01*7Cest

Open Call for Participation in ISC Regional COVID-19 Workshops 

How will the long tail of COVID-19 continue to affect the world over the next 3-5 years? While there's much uncertainty, preparation
is key. 

As part of the COVID-19 Outcomes Scenarios Project  (https://council.science/covid-19-scenarios/)being conducted by the ISC
with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) and the World Health Organization (WHO) as observers, the
ISC now invites its Members and the wider scientific community to participate in regional workshops that will help us understand
the likely outcome of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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https://council.science/covid-19-scenarios/


Find out more and register by 23 July 2021 (https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https*3A*2F*2Fscience.us5.list-
manage.com*2Ftrack*2Fclick*3Fu*3D2e9b648776114e2888e7ea8c5*26id*3D2514549ff1*26e*3D9194c71a6e&data=04*7C01*7Ceste
(https://council.science/current/news/open-call-regional-covid-19-workshops/)

 

2022: International Year for Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development
(IYBSSD)
ICIAM is one of 28 leading organizations for this project, which has also enrolled over 70 distinguished supporting organizations.
Their goal is to highlight the need to support the basic sciences that have played a fundamental part in development throughout the
world, and that are needed even more for progress -- sustainable progress -- in the future. Here is the opening statement:

Basic Sciences in the age of COVID-19

The COVID-19 pandemic, which is going on for more than a year now, has costed too many lives, and disrupted even more.

Without the results produced for decades, and even centuries, by basic, curiosity-driven scientific research, however, the global
situation would have been much worse.

Without basic sciences, how would we know that infection is caused by a virus, what does that virus look like, what are its genetic
sequence and variations? We could go on with a long list: testing, treatments, vaccines, epidemiological modeling, and even high-
speed, long-distance communications – in short, everything that helps us fight the pandemic and its consequences – are all rooted
in basic sciences.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a reminder (so stark and brutal that we would prefer to have been spared) of our dependence on basic
science to ensure balanced, sustainable, and inclusive development of the planet.

The International Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development 2022 will put the spotlight on the links between the basic
sciences and the Sustainable Development Goals. It will be a key moment of mobilization to convince economic and political
leaders, as well as the general public, of their importance.

To read further and to subscribe to the newsletter, consult the website https://www.iybssd2022.org/en/home/
(https://www.iybssd2022.org/en/home/).
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Bob O’Malley, ANZIAM and ICIAM – a personal reflection

 

Ian H Sloan, UNSW Sydney 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fscience.us5.list-manage.com*2Ftrack*2Fclick*3Fu*3D2e9b648776114e2888e7ea8c5*26id*3D2514549ff1*26e*3D9194c71a6e&data=04*7C01*7Cesteban*40ceremade.dauphine.fr*7Cc6301aea280c452b99c208d93bce14f3*7C81e7c4de26c94531b076b70e2d75966e*7C0*7C0*7C637606580604213652*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=HTrHRUAuoF63KxYweMI*2BImFqrKhqYRpJUzSWHQJ*2FAcA*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!KGKeukY!jczAoyvWOgfK_bDqc9mhZWdkgJhH7i5oj46RZxDYEjnmyDPelwQfCuK51U9geZCDhHMyJMhU5bE$
https://council.science/current/news/open-call-regional-covid-19-workshops/
https://www.iybssd2022.org/en/home/


I remember Bob O’Malley as a larger-then-life character, who had a little-known but profound effect on the development of ANZIAM
(which stands for Australia and New Zealand Industrial and Applied Mathematics), and on its involvement  with ICIAM – a
subsequent involvement large enough to include a Congress (the Sydney Congress in 2003) and an Australian President.

Bob came to Australia (perhaps more than once) in the late 1980s, as part of a review committee for some part of Australian
mathematics.  I remember him talking to me in perhaps the year 1990 about ICIAM: at that date the first International Conference
(not yet a Congress!) for Industrial and Applied Mathematics had been held three years earlier in Paris. The thing that sticks in my
mind is that Bob suggested that Australia should become part of CICIAM – the Committee for ICIAM.  I am rather sure that I did not
initially know what he was talking about.  At that stage the Committee was very small, perhaps consisting on little more than the
four founding societies, GAMM, IMA, SIAM and SMAI.  I thought that was a new and exciting idea, and was gratified that he had
sufficient respect for Australian applied mathematics to suggest it,  but to me it raised  a challenging question, namely: what would
be the name and shape of the Australian member society?  At that time I was Chair of the Division of Applied Mathematics of the
Australian Mathematical Society – an effective organisation, but with an impossible mouthful of a name, and no simple acronym.

For me that started a lengthy process of sifting the possibilities.  Should we establish a new organisation (a “shell company”) with
co-membership but a better name?  That seemed a possible but clumsy solution.  Another consideration was that the growing
closeness between applied mathematicians from Australia and New Zealand needed to be recognised.  In the end I had an
epiphany: guided by what so often happens in the corporate world, all that was needed was a branding change; in short a change
of name!  And so after some mis-steps (ANZAM was my first idea – what, no industry?) ANZIAM came into reality sometime
around 1993.  And in due course ANZIAM was accepted by ICIAM as a medium-sized full member.  

ANZIAM is fundamentally still as it always was, but it is thriving under this title,  with the ANZIAM brand on the ANZIAM Journal
and the annual ANZIAM Conference, with ANZIAM having members from both Australia and New Zealand,  and with the ANZIAM
conferences often held in New Zealand. And among the member societies of  ICIAM, ANZIAM leads alphabetically!  

 I doubt that Bob O’Malley ever realised the extent of his influence on applied mathematics at the other end of the world.  All it took
was a few words.  Years later, as ICIAM Treasurer he was very helpful  to ANZIAM in securing the right to hold the 2003 Congress,
and as told to me by Noel Barton, the Sydney 2003 Congress Director, Bob O’Malley was also very supportive in addressing the
many problems he faced along the way.  He deserves a special place in the annals of ANZIAM.

 

  

 

 

Ian H Sloan
Ian Sloan chaired the International Program Committee for ICIAM2003 in Sydney, and was President of ICIAM from
2003 to 2007. He is an Australian numerical analyst, with current interests in high dimensional numerical integration
and approximation.

 

Words of women in mathematics in the time of Corona
 A video,

                 "Words of women in mathematics in the time of Corona"

is now available for screening at https://www.wpi-aimr.tohoku.ac.jp/WWMTC/ (https://www.wpi-aimr.tohoku.ac.jp/WWMTC/)

This message is to encourage you to plan the screening of the film in your institution and possibly a related event.

https://www.wpi-aimr.tohoku.ac.jp/WWMTC/


 This video collects words of some 86 women in mathematics from 37 countries telling us about their experience in the time of
Corona in 25 different languages. The video was launched on May 12th, date of the anniversary of Maryam Mirzakhani's birthday,
which celebrates worldwide women in mathematics.

This project emanates from a group of mathematicians: Sonia Mahmoudi (Tohoku U., Japan), Claudia Malvenuto (U. di Roma La
Sapienza, Italy), Sylvie Paycha (U. Potsdam, Germany) and Eriko Shinkawa (Tohoku U., Japan) after informal conversations about
their experiences during the pandemic. This video is a  follow up of the film "Faces of  Women in Mathematics
(https://vimeo.com/259039018)” with whose  authors, the mathematician Eugenie Hunsicker (U. of Loughborough, England) and
the filmmaker Irina Linke, we have brought this new project to life.

The creators have requested that anyone planning a screening at an event on May 12th contact them and complete a form,
at https://forms.gle/c2WEbiU9t4d83NAP9 (https://forms.gle/c2WEbiU9t4d83NAP9), containing the information: the title of the
event, local time and location (including the country) of the event, as well as the necessary information related to the organizer(s).
Although it is too late now to coordinate with this, the group invites your to contact them at wwmtc2021@gmail.com
(mailto:wwmtc2021@gmail.com)

 

Sylvie Paycha

 

A Funny Thing Happened
If you are reading this, you are most likely a subscriber to the ICIAM Dianoia newsletter. However, a strange thing happened over
the past year and a half: thousands of subscribers were added to the mailing list. We assume this was caused by some
mischievous hack, as most of the addresses were nonsense. To prevent an interminable delay in sending out notices (the server
sends them out about 100 at a time, taking about an hour for each batch), our web consultant removed all addresses that were
added after September 2, 2019. It is possible that we removed some names of legitimate subscribers. For this, we apologize.

If you were notified of this issue by e-mail, as usual, then everything is fine. You are still a subscriber, and ICIAM thanks you for
your support. However, if you hear from anyone who was a subscriber and did not receive this issue, or if you did not receive it by
e-mail but found it by browsing on the ICIAM site, then please re-subscribe. We have instituted a protocol that filters out illegitimate
attempts to subscribe, so this should not happen again.

We are, of course, curious why anyone would intentionally play this annoying but basically harmless trick. If you have any ideas,
we welcome them. You can send them to me at keyfitz.2@osu.edu (mailto:keyfitz.2@osu.edu).

 

Barbara Lee Keyfitz
Barbara Lee Keyfitz is Professor of Mathematics at The Ohio State University. She has a PhD from New York
University, and works in the analysis of partial differential equations. She is a Past-President of ICIAM, and Editor-in-
Chief of ICIAM Dianoia.
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